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TENNESSEE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION MEMBERS 
June 1, 2006 – June 1, 2007 

 
 
Ms. Katie Winchester, Chair, Eighth Congressional District 
Gen. Wendell Gilbert, Vice-Chair, Seventh Congressional District 
Mr. Jack Murrah, Vice-Chair, Third Congressional District 
*Mr. A C Wharton, Jr., Secretary, Ninth Congressional District 
Mr. Riley C. Darnell, Secretary of State 
Mr. Adam G. Green, voting student member, UT Chattanooga 
Mr. Wm. Ransom Jones, Sixth Congressional District 
Ms. Debby Patterson Koch, Fifth Congressional District 
Mr. Charles Mann, Fourth Congressional District 
Mr. John Morgan, Comptroller 
Mr. Gary Nixon, non-voting ex-officio, Executive Director, State Board of Education 
Mr. Dale Sims, State Treasurer 
Mr. Robert White, First Congressional District 
Ms. Sondra Wilson, non-voting student member, Tennessee Technological University  
Ms. Eleanor E. Yoakum, Second Congressional District 
 
 
 
 
*Denotes Minority 
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EEO Classifications 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission 

 
 

EEO Code 
 
 

Position Title 

 
No. of pos 

 
6/29/07   

06 Accounting Technician I 1 W 
 Administrative Secretary 1 B 
 Administrative Assistant 3 -NE 2 B 2 

 
 Executive Secretary – NE 2 B  1 

W 1 
  

 
Total EEO Code 06 

 
 

6 

B  4 
W 2 

02 Director Veteran’s Education 1 W 
 Educational Specialist 3 5 B  2 

W 2 
O 1 

 Part-time Educational Specialist 3 B   2  
W 1 

 Assistant Director of Higher Education Administrative and Fiscal Services 1 B 
 Research and Planning Analyst 2 W 1 

O 1 
 Part-time Research and Planning Analyst 1 W 
 Workforce Investment Technical Specialist 2 B 
 Investigations Officer 2 B    
 Gear-Up Program Regional Coordinator 2 B  1 

W 1 
 Assistant Director of Postsecondary School Authorization 1 W 
 Educational Consultant 1 V 
 Public Relations Specialist 1 W 
 Higher Education Budget Analyst II 1 B 
 PSA Technical Educational Specialist 1 W 
  

 
 
Total EEO Code 02 

 
 
 

24 

V  1 
B  11 
W 10 
O  2 

01 Director of Academic Affairs and Interagency Grants 1 B 
 Associate Executive Director Legal Regulatory Affairs 1 W 
 Associate Director of Student Information Systems 1 W 
 Associate Director of Assessment Evaluation 1 O 
 Director of Facilities Management 1 W 
 Director of Fiscal Analysis 1 W 
 Research Director 1 W 
 Director of Higher Education Administrative and Fiscal Services 1 W 
 Director of Postsecondary School Authorization 1 B 
 Director of Workforce Investment Act 1 B 
 Assistant Executive Director of Postsecondary Authorization Schools 1 B 
 Assistant Executive Director of Veteran Education 1  W 
 Assistant  Executive Director of Fiscal Affairs 1 W 
 Associate Executive Director of Academic Affairs 1 W 
 Assistant Executive Director of Academic Affairs 1 B 
 Director of Student Information Systems 1 W 
 Associate  Executive Director of Policy, Planning and Research 1 W 
 Associate  Executive Director of Fiscal Affairs 1 W 
 Senior Policy Officer 1 V 
 Executive Director – HE 1 W 
 Information Resource Support Specialist II 1 W  
 Information Resource Support Specialist III 1 W 
 Associate Executive Director P-16 Initiatives 1 W 
  

Total EEO Code 01 
 

23 
B   5 
W 16 
O  1 
V  1 

  
 
Grand Total 

 
 

53 

B  20 
W 28 
O  3  
V  2 

 
B Black 
W White 
O Other 
V Vacancy 



TENNESSEE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION STAFF  
June 29, 2007 

 
Name      Title    Gender Race 
Robert Anderson  Research Director   Male  White 
William Arnold  Director of Academic Programs Male  Black 
    And Interagency Grants 
Stephanie Bellard  Assistant Executive  Director  Female Black 
    of Postsecondary    

Education Authorization  
Erin Block   Research and Planning Analyst Female White 
Stephanie Bolton  Regional Coordinator  Female White 
Deborah Boyd  Associate Executive Director, Female White 
    Of P-16 Initiatives    
Chris Brewer  Director of Student Information Male  White 
    System 
Will Burns   Associate Executive Director, Male  White  

   Legal and Regulatory Affairs  
Lovella Carter  Executive Secretary II  Female White 
Jason Cavender  Director of Higher Education  Male  White 
    Administrative and Fiscal  
    Services 
Frank Cowherd  Educational Specialist III  Male  White 
    (Part-time) 
Flora Craig   Regional Coordinator  Female Black 
Lee Cunningham  Investigations Officer  Male  Black 
Betty Dandridge-Johnson Assistant Executive     Female Black 
    Director of Academic Affairs 
Russ Deaton   Director of Fiscal Analysis  Male  White 
Tamara Dodd  Investigations Officer  Female Black 
Linda Doran   Associate Executive Director, Female White 
    Academic Affairs 
Susan Douglas  Administrative Secretary  Female Black 
Bryce Durbin   Research and Planning   Male  White 
    Analyst (Part-time) 
Debbie Gardner  Director of Veterans   Female White 
    Education 
Tiffany Geasley  Information Resource Support Female White 
    Specialist III 
Nina Hibbler   Technical Educational   Female Black 
    Specialist 
O.W. Higley   Assistant Executive Director,  Males  White 
    Fiscal Affairs     



Heather King   Information Resource   Female White 
    Support Specialist II 
Angela Jones   Educational Specialist III  Female Black 
    (Part-time) 
Sandy Kinslow, Jr.  Technical Educational   Male  Black 
    Specialist      
Christine Luce  Educational  Specialist III  Female White 
    (Part-time) 
Dick Mansfield  Assistant Director of   Male  White 
    Postsecondary Education  
    Authorization 
Patsy Majors   Accounting Technician I  Female White 
Chris McDavid  Associate Director of Student  Male  White 
    Information System 
Maria Meador  Administrative Assistant III Female Black 
Katrina Miller  Research and Planning   Female Other 
    Analyst     
Tom Morrison  Assistant Executive Director of  Male  White 
    Veterans Education        
Roosevelt Noble  Director of Workforce  
    Investment Act   Male  Black 
Gopal Ojha   Data Management Specialist Male   Other 
Rosie Padgett  Administrative Assistant IV Female Black 
Kristen Pryor   Educational Specialist III   Female  Black 
Robert Purvis  Educational Specialist III  Male  White 
    (Part-time) 
Dennis Raffield  Director of Facilities   Male  White 
    Planning 
Richard Rhoda  Executive Director   Male  White 
Melissa Stevenson  Executive Secretary II  Female Black 
Wendy Tabor  Public Relations Specialist  Female White 
Dionno Taylor  Educational Specialist III  Male  Black 
    (Part-time) 
Vacant   Senior Policy Officer 
Vacant   Educational Consultant III 
James R. Vaden  Associate Executive Director,  Male  White 
    Fiscal Affairs     
Sheena Walker  Educational Specialist III  Female Other 
Teresa Warren  PSA Technical Educational  Female White 
    Specialist 
Corsina Wiley  Higher Education Budget  Female Black 
    Analyst II 
Eboni Wiley   Educational Specialist III  Female Black 



Ronald Williams  Director of Postsecondary  Male  Black 
    Education Authorization 
Shanta Wilson  Assistant Director of Higher Female Black 
    Education Administrative  
    And Fiscal Services 
David Wright  Associate Executive Director  Male  White 
    of Policy and Planning and  
    Research  
Black:  20 
White: 28    
Other: 3 
Vacant: 2 
 
Total Employees:   51 
Vacant Positions:    2 
Total Positions:  53 
 
 


